
ELECTING CHURCH OFFICERS
Churches of the district will soon be electing officers for the new district assembly church year. Nominating committees are faced with the task of determining qualified candidates, and they are quite reluctant to judge other church members in spiritual and financial matters. Perhaps it would be best to allow candidates to judge their own qualifications in harmony with MANUAL provisions:
F.
Church Officers. 39. We direct our local churches to elect as church officers only persons who profess the experience of entire sanctification and whose lives bear public witness to the grace of God that calls us to a holy life; who are in harmony with the doctrines, polity, and practices of the Church of the Nazarene; and who support the local church faithfully in attendance and with tithes and offerings. (113.9-113.10, 127, 145, 146).
The nominating committee could distribute a form to each prospective nominee, giving each individual opportunity for either being considered or gracefully declining. The following suggested form would include, but not exceed, the legal specifications of the MANUAL:


Please sign one of the following and return to the church office by            date           .

I hereby declare that:


a.
I profess the experience of entire sanctification,


b.
My life bears public witness to the grace of God that calls me to a holy life,


c.
I am in harmony with the doctrines of the Church of the Nazarene,


d.
I am in harmony with the polity of the Church of the Nazarene,


e.
I am in harmony with the practices of the Church of the Nazarene,


f.
I do, and will continue to support this local church faithfully in attendance,

g. 
I do, and will continue to support this local church faithfully with tithes and offerings.



_____ If elected I will accept and faithfully serve.

_______________________________________________________

Signature


_____ I do not feel I can serve at this time.
_______________________________________________________

Signature
I pray that God will give His clear guidance as you elect officers for your church.


CARLTON D. HANSEN, District Superintendent
ANNUAL MEETING
The district "church year( ends May 31. Churches are to have their annual meetings, elections and business completed by this date. Newly-elected church board members and other officers take office June 1. 

MANUAL, ( 113.7, states: (An annual church meeting shall be held within 90 days prior to the meeting of the District Assembly. Public notice of the annual meeting must be given from the pulpit on at least two Sundays before the meeting. This annual meeting may be conducted on more than one day or in more than one service upon approval by the church board.







